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ARKANSAS CHICK PLACEMENTS UP 8 PERCENT FROM LAST YEAR

Broiler-type chicks placed for meat production in Arkansas was 25.2 million during the week ending April 10, 2004.
Placements were up 8 percent from the comparable week in 2003, and up 1 percent  from the previous week, and included
3.2 million chicks shipped in from other states.  Cumulative placements from December 28, 2003 through April 10, 2004 were
371.7 million, up 2 percent from the same period a year earlier.   

The broiler-type chicks hatched for the week was 26.0 million, up 5 percent from the corresponding week a year
earlier, and up 1 percent from the previous week.  Of the total hatch, 3.7 million chicks were shipped out of the state.
Average hatchability for chicks hatched was 82.3 percent.

Arkansas hatcheries set 31.8 million broiler-type eggs during the week ending April 10, 2004, up 4 percent from
the same period last year, and up 1 percent from the previous week.

NET PLACEMENTS CHICKS  HATCHED EGGS  SET

Week   % % %
Ending  2003      2004      Change   2003       2004   Change  2003  2004   Change

   1,000   1,000    1,000

 Mar.   6     25,491    25,837  101    25,042   25,559  102     30,315     31,160  103

 Mar.  13     23,738    25,314  107    25,582   25,468  100     29,522     31,225  106

 Mar.  20     24,173    24,832  103    25,419   25,561  101     29,982     31,636  106

 Mar.  27     24,592    24,554  100    25,098   25,833  103     29,511     31,331  106

 Apr.    3     23,750    25,018  105    24,422   25,848  106     30,672     31,453  103

 Apr.   10     23,255    25,230  108    24,831   26,033  105     30,527     31,786  104

   CHICKS PLACED IN ARKANSAS, 2003-2004
   

     EGGS SET, 2003 - 2004



EGGS SET IN 19 SELECTED STATES UP 2 PERCENT

Commercial hatcheries in the 19-state weekly program set 213 million eggs during the week ending April 10, 2004.
This was up 2 percent from the eggs set the corresponding week a year earlier.  Average hatchability for chicks
hatched during the week was 83 percent.  Average hatchability is calculated by dividing chicks hatched during the
week by eggs set three weeks earlier.

BROILER CHICKS PLACED UP 2 PERCENT

Broiler growers in the 19-state weekly program placed 172 million chicks for meat production during the week ending
April 10, 2004.  Placements were up 2 percent from the comparable week a year earlier.  Cumulative placements from
December 28, 2003 through April 10, 2004 were 2.54 billion, up 2 percent from the same period a year earlier.  


